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We invite health, technology and 
research organisations to help make 
HealthHack a success.

We value forward thinking companies 
and organizations that want to support 
meaningful, bottom-up collaborations 
and practical innovation in healthcare 
and medical research.



HealthHack Brisbane 2019, 20-22 Sept @ ThoughtWorks

HealthHack is national event that helps 
medical researchers, health 
professionals and students find 
solutions to their important problems. 
Domain experts are invited to pitch 
their ideas to talented hackers who 
form into small groups around each 
idea based on their interests and skills. 
Each expert works closely with their 
group for 48 hours in a friendly and 
productive environment before 
presenting their masterpiece on the 
final night.

Everyone is welcome to participate in 
HealthHack. We understand the 
importance of cross-disciplinary 
networks and relationships and we 
believe that working in diverse groups 
encourages cross pollination of ideas 
and the development of innovative new 
solutions. HealthHack provides an 
opportunity to spend time with people 
who are passionate about health and 
medical research, education, science, 
software development, engineering 
and design.

For researchers and healthcare 
professionals, HealthHack can help 
create a proof of concept for a 
particular idea, to reimagine an 
existing concept or to create 
something truly inspiring. For hackers, 
it's a great opportunity to hone their 
skills and make new connections, to 
work directly on interesting problems 
with domain experts, and to gain a 
deeper understanding of healthcare 
and medical research.

HealthHack has been held annually in 
major cities around the country since 
its inception in 2013. It’s not-for-profit, 
volunteer run and all solutions are 
shared openly and freely after the 
hack. HealthHack Brisbane runs for 
three days beginning on Friday 
evening. Throughout the weekend we’ll 
be providing healthy food and drinks, 
power, bandwidth and child care.

And, as always, HealthHack is free.

What is HealthHack?



Our mission

we bring motivated people from 
diverse professional and education 
backgrounds together to solve 
important problems in healthcare 
and medical research.



Schedule*

September 20, Friday
5:00pm Registration
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Opening Remarks and 
KeyNote Speakers
7:15pm Problem Owner Pitch 
Presentations
8:15pm Networking and Team 
Formation
9:00pm to 10:00pm Hacking

September 21, Saturday
8:00am to 12:00pm Hackathon
11:00am to 12:00pm Roving Mentors
1:00pm to 6:00pm Hackathon
6:00pm Dinner Grab & Go
6:00pm to 10.00pm Hackathon

September 22, Sunday
8:00am to 12:00pm Hackathon
11:00am to 1:00pm Pitch Practice 
and Lunch Grab & Go
3:30pm to 5:00pm Pitch 
Presentations
5:00pm to 5:45pm Judging and 
Closing Remarks
5:45pm to 6:45pm Networking and 
Celebration and Dinner

*subject to final confirmation



Problem Hacking at 
HealthHack

People who participate in 
HealthHack are genuinely 
interested in advancing health and 
medicine. For them, value comes 
from the quality of the problems 
they can help solve rather than a 
desire to win. This is why it is not 
uncommon for, and we actively 
encourage throughout the event, 
people in teams to assist other 
problem owners and teams in 
solving problems over the course 
of the hackathon. Unlike traditional 
hackathons, HealthHack requires 
Problem Owners to work directly 
with hackers on site throughout the 
event. We believe this is the secret 
to our success. We carefully select 
Problem Owners, based on the 
likelihood for hackers to realise a 
novel solution to engaging 
problems and the likelihood of 
achieving a Minimum Viable  
Product over the course of the 
weekend.



Type 1
They are scientists needing a 
better solution for their research 
data to solve problems in health 
and medicine Despite what you 
might assume, lots of scientists 
receive little formal training in 
programming throughout their 
undergraduate or postgraduate 
training. This means there are lots 
of scientists with bucket loads of 
data, but lacking the top-notch 
skills to work with that data 
efficiently or in exactly the way that 
they want to. They want to analyse, 
visualise and interrogate their data 
fully and completely, and in a more 
automated fashion to get the 
maximum value from it – but they 
need help. Problem Owners are very 
motivated to learn, but teaching 
yourself is low, and in a research 
environment  with many demands 
on your time, it’s not trivial to invest 
that time. HealthHack sees many 
Problem Owners who want to 
improve their data use. This might 
not sound very exciting, but the 
impact for that Problem Owners 
can be huge.

Past Success
Stemformatics improved 
visualisation of very large datasets 
and ParaSort improved automation 
and interrogation of clinical data 
from patients. We have also had 
similar problems from medical  
doctors such as Saving Grandpa 
which was from a Queensland 
Health cardiologist who didn’t want 
the hospital to use Excel to manage 
and track patients.

Problem Owners who 
need our help



Type 2 
They are medical researchers or 
work in health and need a tool or 
resource to share information, 
gather data or improve support for 
which otherwise does not exist. 
This is often about building a 
mobile app or digital portal that 
helps a patient manage or report on 
a condition. Problem Owners can 
develop prototypes to help them to 
gain further grants, hire developers 
and get stuff done. In one case, 
delivering these projects using 
typical models would have cost 
them around $50,000, at least six 
months to develop and potentially 
fail to pass due to red tape. 

Past Success
We’ve Got Guts built an app to help 
young adult manage their gut 
disease. This group of patients 
typically manage it poorly, so the 
app offered tailored support by 
helping them record symptoms, 
reminding them to take 
medication, and prompting them 
visit the GP. Yarning (2017 Winner) 
built a digital resources to provide 
information about end-of-life care 
in a culturally appropriate way for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. Statistically, this 
demographic of people in Australia 
do not access or receive high 
quality care at end-of-life, and so 
the solution aimed to improve 
conversations and communication 
between families and health 
professionals to overcome that.

Problem Owners who 
need our help



Type 3 
They want to add new functionality 
to pre-existing devices but lack 
access to a research and 
development team. Advancements 
in health technology can be costly 
to keep up but offer the ability to 
develop novel ways of approaching 
existing problems. This also 
provides hackers with the ability to 
work with technology that they may 
not have otherwise had access to.

Past Success
Hackers developed a voice 
recognition prototype to utilise a 
robot within healthcare. Another 
great example was an open-source 
solution for better subtitling of 
movies for the hearing impaired 
using your own mobile device to 
replace the existing hardware

Problem Owners who 
need our help





HealthHack 2018
by the numbers

158K impressions across our digital 
footprint of: HealthHack.com.au, Linkedin 
& Twitter. 126 people attended the event 
over the course of the weekend
10 projects delivered on Sunday night



HealthHack is a strictly non-profit, 
volunteer led initiative and it’s our 
sponsors that allow us to provide a 
great community experience. This 
includes providing healthy food and 
child minding services throughout 
the event. All contributed funds or 
in-kind donations are used solely 
for the production of the event and 
any remaining funds or donations 
are only used to support future 
HealthHack events.

Why Sponsor?
Sponsoring HealthHack provides a 
unique opportunity for brand 
exposure, instant engagement and 
the ability to associate your brand 
with health and innovation in front 
of a targeted audience. We would 
be happy to work with you to 
develop more ways to get the most 
out of your investment.

Our vision for 
Sponsorship



Who is a Principal Sponsor
A Principal Sponsor is a company or 
institution that believes in the value Health 
Hack delivers and would like to associate 
their company or institutional name with 
the event. This sponsorship is aimed at 
companies with a national or international 
presence.

Conditions
Principal Health Sponsor must be in a 
health or health-related industry and have 
a national presence. There can only be one 
Principal Health Sponsor Principal 
Technology Sponsor must be in a digital or 
technology-related industry and have a 
national presence. As the name implies, 
there can only be one Principal Technology 
Sponsor. 

Principal Research & Education Sponsor 
must be in a research or education-related 
industry and have a national presence. As 
the name implies, there can only be one 
Principal Research & Education Sponsor. 
We discourage ‘in-kind’ contributions 
unless the sponsor is supplying 
equipment, services, technology, 
expertise or personnel necessary to 
ensure success of the event.

Sponsorship 
Packages
Principal Sponsor minimum 
$5,000 contribution



Online Event Promotion / Content 
Marketing

● Promotion of your activities (when 
relevant to our audience) through 
HealthHack’s social media activities, 
e-newsletter, and/or website.

● Your logo featured prominently on the 
HealthHack website and in 
e-newsletters to HealthHack 
subscribers.

● Promotion as our Principal Sponsor 
through social media mentions over 
the HealthHack event weekend.

● Opportunity to contribute a LinkedIn 
thought leadership articles.

● Opportunity to contribute a 200 word 
sponsor profile on the HealthHack 
website.

● Links to your website from the 
HealthHack website.

Public Relations and Media

● Inclusion in all press releases and other 
media activities.

● Your logo featured prominently on 
pre-event promotional pieces (posters, 
flyers, brochures).

Event Signage and Involvement

● Pull-up banners (supplied by you) 
displayed in a prominent position at 
the event venue.

● Opportunity to provide a keynote 
speaker at the event opening in 
Brisbane (max 5 mins).

● Opportunity to hand out award 
certificates at the closing ceremony.

● Priority seating for up to 3 guests to 
attend the opening and closing 
ceremonies.

● Opportunity to provide promotional 
items supplied by you, distributed at 
the event (e.g. pens, keychains, USB 
sticks).

Principal Sponsor 
Investment Benefits
What we offer



Conditions
We discourage ‘in-kind’ contributions 
unless the sponsor is supplying 
equipment, services, technology, 
expertise or personnel necessary to 
ensure success of the event.

Who is a Local Sponsor
Local sponsorship is aimed at small to 
medium sized businesses operating within 
the State or within more than one State 
but who do not necessarily have a national 
presence. State Government departments 
are eligible to be local sponsors.

Local Sponsor



Silver Sponsorship
Minimum $1,000 contribution

● Recognition as a Local Silver Sponsor 
on all relevant media.

● 50 word organisational bio (provided by 
you) on the HealthHack website.

● Link to your company website on the 
HealthHack website.

● Your company logo on the HealthHack 
website.

● Opportunity to provide promotional 
items (supplied by you) at the event 
(e.g. pens, keychains, USB sticks).

Gold Sponsorship
Minimum $2,500 contribution

● Recognition as a Local Gold Sponsor on 
all relevant media.

● 50 word organisational bio (provided by 
you) on the HealthHack website.

● Link to your company website on the 
HealthHack website.

● Your company logo on the HealthHack 
website.

● Social media mentions over the 
HealthHack event weekend.

● Opportunity to provide promotional 
items (supplied by you) at the event 
(e.g. pens, keychains, USB sticks).

● Priority seating for up to 2 guests 
attending the opening and closing 
ceremonies.

● Opportunity to place pull-up banners 
(supplied by you) at the venue during 
the event weekend (some restrictions 
apply).

Local Sponsor 
Investment Benefits
What we offer



What we offer
● Recognition as a Community Sponsor 

on all relevant media.
● Link to your company website on the 

HealthHack website.
● Your company logo on the HealthHack 

website.

Who are Community Sponsors
Community sponsorship is aimed at small 
social and community organisations, or 
organisations that are publicly funded or 
not-for-profit. This is not intended for 
for-profit organisations.
Conditions
We discourage ‘in-kind’ contributions 
unless the sponsor is supplying 
equipment, services, technology, 
expertise or personnel necessary to 
ensure success of the event.

Community Sponsor
Minimum $500 contribution



HealthHack Brisbane 2019, 20-22 Sept @ ThoughtWorks

Whilst we cannot hold the event 
each year without sponsorship we 
have always viewed our sponsors to 
be more than simply a funding 
source at HealthHack.
Our sponsors are very often closely 
aligned with the goals of our event 
and often contribute far beyond 
their monetary sponsorship.

Sponsors have often provided 
problem owners, mentors and 
hackers at events. It’s no 
coincidence that we see many of 
our sponsors returning year after 
year. 

It’s important to us that the group 
of sponsoring organisations each 
year are as much a part of 
HealthHack as the hackers and 
problem owners. Talk to us about 
how your can be a part of the event 
over and above your sponsorship 
and, in doing so, get a lot more out 
of being a part of HealthHack.  

Being a part of 
HealthHack



Let’s Talk!
HealthHack provides a true collaborative environment. This is true for our 
sponsors as it is for our participants. If these packages do not suit you, we would 
be happy to discuss alternative strategies to help you get the most out of your 
sponsorship investment. 

Get in touch via info@healthhack.com.au
Design by  Sam Williams - http://samwilliams.xyz/
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